
TOWNSHIP OF INDIANA

PUBLIC HEARING
Range Resources-Miller JR 10602 Well Pad Conditional Use

December 13, 2016

A public hearing was held to take public comment on a Conditional Use proposal to
construct one Well Pad with 8 gas wells, with the flexibility to add six additional wells in the
future.  The proposed site is located on Cove Run Road, Cheswick, PA in an MDR
(Medium Residential) Zoning District. The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. by
Deputy Mayor Darrin Krally, and was recorded on audio cassette.  It was duly advertised
on December 1, 2016, and December 5, 2016, in the “Valley News Dispatch”.

Supervisors in attendance were Darrin Krally, Al Kaan, Paul Jorgensen (attending by
phone), Michael Schurko (arriving at 6:11 p.m.), and Daniel L. Taylor.  Also in attendance
were Manager Daniel Anderson, Chief of Police Robert W. Wilson, Code Enforcement
Officer Jeffrey Curti, Rob Herring of Nichols and Slagle Engineering, Professional Court
Reporter Nicole R. Rohm of Pittsburgh Reporting Service, Recording Secretary Carolyn
Kustra, and Solicitor Irving S. Firman.

Mr. Firman said the role of Board Members is to determine if the applicant has met the
Conditional Use requirements.

Those in attendance intending to testify at this evening’s hearing, were sworn in by Court
Stenographer Nicole Rohm.  Attorney Max Junker, of Babst Calland, representing Range
Resources, said it was their intent to establish that all requirements have been met by the
applicant (Range Resources).  Two exhibits (binders) were presented to Board Members;
an Application Binder, and a Hearing Exhibit Binder.  Each contained photos, maps, and
detailed documentation relative to Range Resources, and the proposed well site.  Mr.
Junker said the life of such wells can range from 30 to 100 years.

Alexis Horochak, Range Resources Government Affairs Analyst, provided an introduction
to the company.  It is based in Texas with a local office in Canonsburg, Pittsburgh, PA.  It
was noted that gas drilling is subject to impact fees as outlined in Act 13 of the Oil and Gas
laws.  These revenues are earmarked for improvements including but not limited to roads,
sewers, parks, and things affected by the gas operation.

Karl Matz, Range Resources Environmental Engineering Manager, said he will assure
compliance, and has presented written comments regarding compliance.  He said during
well site selection, geologists identify points that are then visited.  The 3 ½ acre well pads
are flat areas where  the wells can be constructed and pose the least impact.  During the
site selection process, the company will interface with local and State agencies, and
property owners, to make sure they are all happy.  Mr. Matz summarized the time line
included as No. 15 in the Exhibit Binder, noting most of the categories utilize “average”
times.  He also summarized the production process once the well is in production.  He said
tree clearing will be necessary  to create the 3 ½ acre gravel site.  The total area to be
disturbed is 11.3 acres.  The project access, and work area were identified for everyone. 
The site will be guarded 24/7 during the construction phase of the project.  Mr. Matz said
the Sound Study addresses all sounds created by equipment, etc. while considering the
terrain.  Sound walls are constructed before the air rig arrives, and stays in place until
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construction is complete.  Supervisor Jorgensen noted the maximum allowable decibel limit
is 60 dB.  Mr. Junker said the level may exceed 60dB, and the applicant is requesting that
70 dB be allowed.  

Township Engineer Daniel B. Slagle arrived at 6:35 p.m.

When Mr. Jorgensen asked how the noise is monitored, and how noise problems are
remedied, Mr. Matz said once a complaint is received, the level is monitored at the
complaint location.  The company’s pro-active plan is to keep the decibel level at 70, and 
use the sound wall during the drilling and construction phase.  Mr. Slagle asked if the 60
dB level restriction could be met in three directions from the sound source, and perhaps
70 dB at the other direction with the use of the sound wall.  Mr. Junker said it could.  Mr.
Matz said the well pad will be situated as far from neighboring residents as possible.  Some
evergreen landscape screening (Austrian Pines and Arborvitae) will be provided mostly on
the Northern rim and near the storm water basins.  A 6 foot perimeter fence will be installed
after the well is complete, and all parking will be on the site and not on the street.

Range Resources will access Cove Run Road from Route 910, and is prepared to
complete and bond a “spur” on Township property near Emmerling Community Park, to
access Cove Run Road more readily. They will also maintain and repair the road during
construction.    Mr. Matz said PADOT is responsible for reviewing and issuing the hauling
permit.  He said PADOT is prepared to allow and permit the loaded trucks to cross the
bridge by Emmerling Community Park.  When asked about the gravel access road to the
lower portion of the Park, Mr. Matz said he does not see a problem maintaining the existing
gravel access.  It was noted the well facility will be “unmanned” once in production, and will
be visited at least once a day; it can be remotely controlled.

Justin Welker, Water Operations Area Supervisor, said the sand and water trucks will be
staged at Tesone Trucking, noting a combination of 4 typical trucks will be used.  These
vehicles will run from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. during construction, and 24/7 during the
Completion Phase.  He said all water is re-used; none is disposed of .  A $50,000 Blanket
Bond will be put in place to protect any roads that are not part of the designated route, that
could inadvertently be used and damaged.  Mr. Curti noted that the LeFever Hill Road
tunnel is actually high enough at the center, and could be used.  Supervisor Taylor
expressed concerns for so many trucks traveling past Emmerling Community Park each
hour.  Mr. Matz said the trucks will be escorted, and controlled for safety reasons.  Mr.
Junker added that he feels all of the Planning Commission’s concerns have been
addressed.

Five temporary construction trailers are proposed on the site during the 24/7 drilling
operation.  Josh Doke, Drilling Manager, said 4 of the trailers will be occupied during drilling
and a fifth trailer during the completion period. 

Supervisor Jorgensen asked if there is a frequency specified for water testing.  Mr. Junker 
said there is not; the State Law regulating the Oil and Gas Act regulates this.  When asked
if the potential gas odor is tracked, Mr. Junker said it is not; a mal odor has not been
experienced.  He said this is a subjective standard, and there is no way to measure it.  Mr.
Jorgensen asked how this is remedied if there are complaints.  Ms. Horochak said the
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company has a close relationship with a quick response team, and responds to complaints
within 24 hours.  She said the office can support the Township with information from the site
if there is an issue.  All complaints are logged, and then resolved by a contracted company. 
The possibility of providing the Township with records of all complaints can be discussed.  

Supervisor Jorgensen expressed concerns for noise generated by the use of truck Jake
Brakes.  Mr. Welker said they would request permission to use them only when necessary,
adding most trucks wont need to use them.  He said the company meets weekly with the truck
drivers who can be reminded not use Jake Brakes.  Mr. Welker said signs indicating Jake
Brakes are not to be used by “Well Traffic” can also be installed.  When asked who will be
expected to provide snow maintenance on winter roads near the site, Mr. Welker said Range
Resources will plow and cinder when it becomes necessary; no salt will be applied by them. 
Mr. Jorgensen asked what is planned for removal of the gas product off the site.  He was told
DEP permitting is required, as well as securing rights of way through private property.  This
portion of the project will be handled at a later date.

Mr. Slagle asked if this Conditional Use will include the future additional wells if installed.  Mr.
Junker said they will follow the terms of this approval and will notify the Township in advance
of any additional wells.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Jack Boros, owner of Emmerling Ice Cream, asked if the spur will become a permanent
access road to the Park.  He was told the Township will consider this after the project is
complete.  Mr. Boros then asked if a traffic signal or three-way stop sign will be necessary at
this location.  He was told it is not, and that the Township does not expect the public to use
the spur.  During construction, only vehicles involved in the Range Resources project will use
the spur.

Ed Banks of 3679 Saxonburg Boulevard, asked what the source of electricity will be.  Mr.
Welker said generators fueled by diesel will be used.  Richard Natali, Range Resources
Facilities Engineering Manager, said they are thermo-electric units.  He said they have found
it difficult to get the utility companies to run temporary lines to their construction sites in a
timely manner.  Therefore, they have elected to utilize generators.

Ted Bajack of the Rural Ridge Volunteer Fire Department, asked if the access road to the
well site will be kept open for emergency vehicles.  He was told it would be, and that Range
Resources plans to maintain close communications with emergency personnel to ensure
appropriate safety measures.

Mr. Krally made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schurko, to adjourn to Executive Session
at 7:48 p.m. for the purpose of quasi-judicial deliberations. Motion carried
unanimously.

The public hearing ended at 7:48 pm.

Daniel L. Anderson
Secretary


